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iTNT launches regional
hub in Tiruchi to boost
startup ecosystem

This regional technology hub i the first centre of iTNT in the State outside Cheniai

au
TIRUCH1 i\

he Tiruchi regional

centre of Tamil Na-

L du  Technology

(ITNT) Hub was launched

at University College of En-

gineering, Bharathidasan

Institute of Technology

Campus, Anna University
on Monday.

The regional technology
hub aims to strengthen the
start-up ecosystem in cen-
tral districts.

The Tiruchi Regional
Hub, the first centre of
ITNT outside Chennai, was
inaugurated by Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan, Minister for
Information Technology
and Digital Services (IT and
DS), in the presence of An-
bil Mahesh Poyyamozhi,
School Education Minister,
Brajendra Navnit, Princi-
pal Secretary, IT and DS,
Vanitha Venugopal, Chief
Executive Officer, iTNT
Hub, Asit Kumar Barma,
director, Bharathidasan In-
stitute of Management
(BIM), Tiruchi, and senior
Anna University faculty
members.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan said, “The Govern-
ment is committed to
creating a strong innova-
tion ecosystem not just in
Chennai but across Tier-ll
and Tier-1H cities. The esta-
blishment of the Tiruchi

Regional Hub reflects our
vision to decentralise op-
portunities, empower local
talent, and drive inclusive
growth. This hub will be-
come a launchpad for star-
tups, researchers, and en-
trepreneurs who aspire to
make a global impact in
deep and} emerging

A similar hub is to be in-
augurated in  Madurai
soon,

Earlier, - Mr. Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan wimessed a
technology showcase by
start-ups and student en-
trepreneurs from the
regian.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mr. Poyyamozhi said,
“l am happy to note that
memoranda of under-

Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan at the inauguration of
Engineering, Bharathidasan Institute of Technology C

standing have been signed
with 12 institutions on this
occasion. The Government
will always extend its full
support o young minds,
nurturing them to become
innovators and entrepre-
neurs of tomorrow.”
According to an official
press release, over 40 engi-
neering colleges from Tiru-
chi region - Tiruchi, Pu-
dukkottai, Tiruvarur,
T‘hanjavur, Perambalur,
Nagapattinam, Cuddalore,
and Ariyalur - have signed
memoranda of under-
standing (MoU) with iTNT
Hub through the JIGSAW
(Joint Innovation Gateway
for Synergistic Startup -
Academie - Industry - In-
vestor Work) platform.
From Tiruchi region

iruchi Regional Hub at University College of
ampus, Anna University, on Monday,

alone, 687 researchers, pa-
tent holders, and appli-
cants in Deep and Emerg-
ing Tech sectors have
already been onboarded
onto the JIGSAW platform.,

The inaugural function
also saw the presentation
of Deep Tech Hardware
Product Design Scheme,
offering subsidies for re-
searchers and innovators
to convert ideas into mini-
mum  viable products
(MVPs), and the Tamil Na-
du Technology Transfer
Facilitation Centre
(INTTFC) for deep tech in-
novations, funded by the
Government of Tamil
Nadu.

T. Senthil Kumar, dean,

Anna University Regional
Campus, Tiruchi, spoke.
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THE TIMES OF INDIA

- Trichy gets TN’ first regional
1TNT hub on Anna univ campus

T!MES NEws NETWORK

Tnchy. The Tamil Nadu
¢ Technology (iTNT) Hub's re-

: gional centre was inaugura-
: ted at the University College
i of Engineering, Anna Uni-
: versity campus, on the Tri-

: chy-Pudukottai highway on

: Sunday by state I'T and digital
¢ services minister Palanivel
¢ Thiaga Rajan.

i The hub, the first outside
¢ Chennai, will support star-
i tupsand researchers in deep-
: tech fields such as Al, machi-
i ne learning, robotics, quan-
* tum computing, and emer-
i gingareas including cyberse-
g EVs, geospatial
¢ technologies, climate tech,

! . and smart cities. A similar

: hubisplanned in Madurai.

“The state government is
! committed to building a
i strong innovation ecosystem

¢ notjustin Chennaibut across

i tier-II and tier-III cities to de-
: centralize opportunities, em-

: power local talent, and drive

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

TECH BOOST' Mmlster Palanwel Thnaga Ra;an maugurates the

Trichy regional hub of Tamil Nadu Technology (iTNT) Hub at Anna
University campus on the Trichy-Pudukottai highway on Monday

inclhasive growth,” the mini-
ster said. '
Earlier, the ministers visi-
ted stalls by student entrepre-
neurs and tech startups from
the central region. Local
MLA and school education
minister Anbil Mahesh Poyy-
amozhi added, “With just two
languages, Tamil and Eng-

“lish, our students have rea-

ched globallevelsinIT. That is
proof enough of our potenti-
al.” Overd0engineering colle-
ges from Trichy, Pudukottai,
Tiruvarur,and Thanjavur ha-

ve signed MoUs with the hub
through the JIGSAW (Joint
Innovation Gateway for Sy-
nergistic Startup-Academi-
c-Industry-Investor  Work)
platform. So far, 687 resear-
chers, patent holders, and
applicants from theregion ha-
ve been onboarded.

The iTNT Hub is funded
by the Union Ministry of . !
Electronics and IT, the state
government, and academic
partners, and will function
under the state IT and digital

services department.
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IT min opens state’s first iTNT reglonal
hub at University College of Engmeerlng

EXPRESS NEWS SEﬁVI(E @ Tiruchy

MINISTER for Information
Technology Palanivel Thiaga
Rajan on Monday inaugurated
the first regional centre of the
i-Tamil Nadu Technology
(iTNT) at Anna University’s
University College of Engi-
neering located on
BIT-Tiruchy campus.
Officials said the facility
marks a push to decentralise
the state’s innovation ecosys-
tem and added that it will sup-
port researchers, student entre-
preneurs and early-stage
ventures with co-working
space, mentoring, market ac-
cess and technology transfer.
At the inaugural event, Ra-
jan said the government’s goal
was to extend opportunities be-
yond metropolitan centres.
“The Tiruchy hub will give lo-
cal talent the resources to scale
ideas into globally relevant in-
novations,” he said after inter-

{
acting with student
innovators.

According to the IT depart-
ment, more than 40 engineer-
ing colleges from Tiruchy,
Pudukkottai, Thanjavur, Tiru-
varur, Perambalur, Nagapatti-
nam, Cuddalore and Ariyalur

have joined the hub through

the JIGSAW platform.

Minister Palanivel Thiaga Rajan at the [TNT hub in Tiruchy on Monday | s‘msés

The event also saw the an-
nouncement of two initiatives:
a Deep Tech Hardware Product
Design Scheme to subsidise
prototypes and a Technology
Transfer Facilitation Centre
for deep tech. iTNT Hub is

tly funded by the Union IT
lstry, TN government and
acadenuc partners.
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THE TIMES OF INDIA

Trichy gets state’s first regional iTNT hub
TNN / Sep 22, 2025, 21:25 IST [ shere | (S ] (AA] [preferred on G

Trichy: The Tamil Nadu Technology (iTNT) Hub's
regional centre was inaugurated at the University
College of Engineering, Anna University campus,
on the Trichy-Pudukottai highway on Sunday by
state IT and digital services minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan.

The hub, the first outside Chennai, will support

startups and researchers in deep-tech fields such
as AI, machine learning, robotics, quantum
computing, and emerging areas including cybersecurity, EVs, geospatial technologies, climate tech, anc
smart cities. A similar hub is planned in Madurai.

"The state government is committed to building a strong innovation ecosystem not just in Chennai but
across tier-1II and tier-III cities to decentralize opportunities, empower local talent, and drive inclusive
growth,” the minister said.

Earlier, the ministers visited stalls by student entrepreneurs and tech startups from the central region.
Local MLA and school education minister Anbil Mahesh Poyyamozhi added, "with just two languages,
Tamil and English, our students have reached global levels in IT. That is proof enough of our potential.”

Over 40 engineering colleges from Trichy, Pudukottai, Tiruvarur, and Thanjavur have signed MoUs with
the hub through the JIGSAW (Joint Innovation Gateway for Synergistic Startup-Academic-Industry-
Investor Work) platform. So far, 687 researchers, patent holders, and applicants from the region have

been onboarded.

The iTNT Hub is funded by the Union Ministry of Electronics and IT, the state government, and

academic partners, and will function under the state IT and Digital Services Department.
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Thanthi TV:
https://www.youtube.com/live/ivVG5cM7a
gk?si=_MvvbbwG1KqOIsC

Polimer News:
https://www.youtube.com/live/Lal8BhYTY
_E?si=4Cpcw_Nj4JCQPApPY

News18 Tamil Nadu:
https://www.youtube.com/live/4fs9zk3Aw
dU7?si=0kY1kQubJ_8-1ixH



