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Tamil Nadu urges innovators to
commercialise Intellectual Property

| |
Our Bureau
Chennai

The Tamil Nadu government
hopes to scale up and com-
mercialise intellectual prop-
erty available in the State,
said the Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Udhayanidhi Stalin as he
inaugurated the first annual
Innovate in Tamil Nadu
(IN2TN) IP Conclave in
Chennai. Tamil Nadu was a
pioneer in launching an IT
policy for a State, he recalled.

“Tamil Nadu has plenty of
investment opportunities,
and we urge investors to
partner with us early on in
our innovation ecosystem,”
he said. Palanivel Thiaga Ra-
jan, Minister for Information
Technology & Digital Ser-
vices (IT&DS), said Tamil
Nadu makes up almost 17
per cent of total patents filed
in India, and it has shown
that a State can focus on both

beputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin

growth and social justice.
The conclave themed “In-
tellectual Powerhouse:
Transforming Tamil Nadu
into the Innovation Capital
of India” was organised by
Tamil Nadu Technology
(iTNT) Hub, under the In-
formation Technology & Di-
gital Services Department,
Government of Tamil Nadu.

IP FILING

Commodore Amit Rastogi
(Retd), Chairman & Man-
aging Director, National Re-
search & Development Cor-

poration, said Tamil Nadu
was at the top in terms of
number of patents filed in
FY24 at 7,686. This was
largely contributed by organ-
isations such as IIT-Madras,
Anna University, Zoho, and
Ashok Leyland.

Josh Foulger, President -
Electronics, ZETWERK,
urged innovators to patent
their work when they innov-
ate or build processes. “We
at Zetwerk have started a
group currently, which may
in future become a company,
called ZEAL- Zetwerk Elec-
tronics Automation Lab, for
in-house needs currently and
plan to do it commercially
also,” he said.

The Deputy CM also
handed over cheques for
seed funds under iTNT
Hub’s Foundation Fund to
five deep and emerging tech
start-ups incubated under
the PATHFINDER pro-
gramme at iTNT Hub.
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Intellectual Property
meet opened by DyCM

CHENNAI: Deputy Chief Minister
Udhayanidhi Stalin on
Wednesday inaugurated Tamil
Nadu’s first Innovate in Tamil
Nadu (IN2TN) Intellectual
Property Conclave. “This
conclave will help researchers,
startups, industries, and
policymakers enhance
intellectual property awareness.
It will build a culture where IP is
seen as both a creative and
economic asset,” Udhayanidhi
said at the event. ENS
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Udhayanidhi urges
researchers to build
products, startups

Chennai: Deputy chief min-
ister Udhayanidhi Stalin
urged researchers to create
products and build startups,
looking beyond publication.
At the first annual Innovate
in TN (IN2TN) conclave on
commercialising academic
research on Wednesday, he
saidgovtisraising awareness
on existing intellectual prop-
erty in TN to enhance protec-
tive mechanisms and facili-
tate commercialisation of in-
novations. He said major IT
companies are expanding in-
to tierIl cities, and govt
schemes such as ‘Naan Mud-
halvan' are bridging the gap
among youth.

He launched iTNT Hub’s
foundation fund to back star-
tups in Al, robotics, clean en-

ergy and space-tech, and dis-
bursed seed funds to five
deep-tech startups at the
event. It signed agreements
with six entities, including
National Research Develop-
ment Corporation (NRDC),
Centre for Development of
Advanced Computing (C-
DAC) to support state's deep-
tech startups.

State information tech-
nology minister Palanivel
Thiaga Rajan said TN has al-
most 20% share in the coun-
try's patent filings. “We have
to leverage research and in-
novation and take those ideas
to commercial outcomes into
companies.OQur future is de-
termined by how we can im-
plement innovative ideas for
jobecreation,” he said. T
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Deputy CM Udhayanidhi Stalin with IT Minister

Palanivel Thiaga Rajan at the conclave on Wednesday

Conclave moves
tech from varsities
to industries: Dy CM

CHENNAL: Deputy Chief
Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin on Wednesday
inaugurated the ‘Innovate
in TN-IP conclave® in the
city, and said that the State
government was address-
ing skill gaps and equip-
ping students to be
industry-ready through the
Naan Mudhalvan scheme.

Speaking at the conclave, Ud-
hayvanidhi said that with the
efforts of the Dravidian Model
government, TN has emerged
as the third largest software
exporter in the country.
“Chennai is called the Saa%
{Software as a Service) capital
of India.” he added. “With the
expansion of major IT firms to
tier-1] cities like Coimbatore
and Madurai, the State is ad-
dressing skill gaps and equip-
ping our students to be indus-
try-ready wvia initiatives like
Naan Mudhalvan scheme.”
Referring to the 2,000 free

Wi-Fi spots set up in Chennai,
Tambaram, Avadi and Coim-
batore Corporations, Udhaya-
nidhi averred that TN had
emerged as-a leader in build-
ing a structured, state-wide
model since launching the
iTNT Hub in May 2033, “Part-
nerships built between the
State government and leading
industries, global hubs and
premier academic instito-
tions will build strong connee-
tions and a wvibrant innova-
tion ecosvstem, leading to
co-creation, funding and tech-
nology transfer,” he stated.
“The iTNT hub leads these ef-
forts with support from na-
tional and global partners,
helping to move technology
from universities to indus-
tries and turn research into
real value,”

IT Minister Palanivel Thia-
ga Rajan, vice chairman of
state planning commission Je-
varanjan, and other officials
took part in the event.
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